
Fatwa Mufti Abdool Kader Hoosen 
mufti@telkomsa.net 
 
Salaams Hazrat Mufti Sahib. 
  
Mufti sahib hopes this email reaches you in great health and prosperity. I have a very 
important question regarding Albaraka bank. I have been working for the bank for a 
number of years, in the past two to three years there has been a lot of statements 
concerning the bank. I read a new website called www.albshariahcompliance.co.za and 
found your name as someone to contact regarding any queries on banking or financial 
issues. I found it important to ask you about this since we follow you and the Jamiat 
KZN in our everyday life. We as staff members have been banned from going on to this 
website by management. They have blocked off the access to this site and they claim 
that it is just lies from mischief makers. 
  
My questions are: 
  

1. Is my earning Halaal if I work for Albaraka? I only do opening of new investments 
accounts and try to help clients, will I also be punished if we deal in interest?  

 
INTEREST IS HARAM. DO NOT BE INVOVLED WITH IT. SURAH 5 VERSE 2. 
  

2   Is the information true on the website: www.albshariahcompliance.co.za ?  
 
I HAVE NOT SEEN THE WEBSITE. 
  

3. Who is Moulana Saleemullah Khan?  
 
HE IS MY TEACHER AND ONE OF THE MOST SENIOR ULAMA IN PAKISTAN. 
  

4. What are the different opinions in this case of Albaraka being Shariah compliant 
or not?  

 
I DO NOT CONSIDER IT TO BE SHARIAH COMPLIANT. 
 

5. Can I work for any other bank or not?  
 
DO NOT WORK FOR BANKS. 
  

6. Who will be responsible for our wrong if any? 
 

THE COMPANY AND THE EMPLOYEE. 
  
 



Please forgive my questions that are every long and you must be very busy, but please 
reply as soon as possible. 
  
Please remember us in your duaa’s 
  
You’re sincerely  
  
Ebrahim *** 
 
 

Fatwa Mufti A S Desai 
 
 
From: The Mujlisul Ulama of South Africa M.U.S.A <mujlisul.ulama@gmail.com> 
 
Date: Wed, Mar 4, 2009 at 11:06 AM 
 
ASSALAMU ALAIKUM 
 
5 Rabiul Awwal 1430  (3-03-2009) 
 
Ebrahim *** 
 
Your e-mail dated 27-02-2009 refers. 
 
(1) It is not permissible to work for Albaraka Bank or for any other bank. All banks, whether 
Muslim owned or non-Muslim owned are institutions of riba (interest).  In the past we have 
written numerous articles explaining the Haraam riba dealings of Albaraka Bank and of other so-
called Islamic banks. None of these banks is in compliance with the Shariah. Even the champion 
of these banks, Mufti Taqi Usmani, has written an article highlighting the Haraam nature of the 
transactions of these banks. If you are interested in the books we have written, you may provide 
your postal address. 
  The earnings acquired  from a bank are not permissible. You are aiding the bank in its interest 
transactions in whatever capacity you are employed. 
 
(2) To the best of our knowledge the information on he website mentioned by you is true. In fact, 
we  had personally dealt with the Bushra-Albarakah dispute and with other disputes involving 
Albaraka. 
 
(3)  Maulana Samiullah Khan is one of the most senior Ulama  of Pakistan. He is also the 
Ustaadh of Mufti Taqi Usmani. Recently under his auspices 40 senior Ulama/Muftis in Pakistan 
issued a Fatwa unanimously declaring the so-called Islamic banking Haraam. 
 
(4) Albaraka Bank is definitely un-Islamic and an institution of riba. 
It is a capitalist interest bank which camouflages its business operations with Islamic 



terminology. Of course there are the mercenary molvis of the bank’s so-called ‘shariah’ boards 
who are the paid employees of the bank. They are paid lucrative salaries to churn out verdicts of 
permissibility for the interest products of the bank. 
 
(5)  It is not permissible to work for any bank, since all banks are primarily institutions of riba. 
 
(6) You are an adult Muslim. You will be responsible and held liable by Allah Ta’ala for your 
own misdeeds and sins. 
 
May Allah Ta’ala guide and protect you and your family. 
 
Was-salaam 
 
A.S. Desai 
 
For 
 
Mujlisul Ulama of S.A. 
 
 

Fatwa Mufti A H Elias 
 
From: Mufti Elias <muftie@mweb.co.za> 
Date: Thu, Mar 5, 2009 at 9:20 PM 
 

AsalaamuAlaikum 
  
1) Permissible, same as working as a last resort in any official commercial bank, - 
Makrooh. 
Once you find another job, take it. 
 
2) Yes 
 
3) Head of Jamiat Farooqia Karachi, Head of Wifaqul Mudaris - Pakistan (all Darul 
Uloom organisation) 
 
4) See al Banauri site 
 
5) as (1) 
 
6) The ulema behind such institutions 
  
Was-Salaams 
 
Mufti Elias 



 
www.alislam.co.za 
 
 

Fatwa Mufti Ebrahim Desai 
 

Date: Thu, 12 Mar 2009 19:44:35 +0700 
Question 

  
Mufti sahib hopes this email reaches you in great health and prosperity. I have a very 
important question regarding Albaraka bank. I have been working for the bank for a number 
of years, in the past two to three years there has been a lot of statements concerning the 
bank. I read a new website called www.albshariahcompliance.co.za and found your name as 
someone to contact regarding any queries on banking or financial issues. I found it 
important to ask you about this since we follow you and the Jamiat KZN in our everyday 
life. We as staff members have been banned from going on to this website by management. 
They have blocked off the access to this site and they claim that it is just lies from mischief 
makers. 
  
My questions are: 
  
Is my earning Halaal if I work for Albaraka? I only do opening of new investments accounts 
and try to help clients, will I also be punished if we deal in interest? 
Is the information true on the website: www.albshariahcompliance.co.za ? 
Who is Moulana Saleemullah Khan? 
What are the different opinions in this case of Albaraka being Shariah compliant or not? 
Can I work for any other bank or not? 
Who will be responsible for our wrong if any? 

  
Answer  
 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful  
 
Assalaamu `alaykum waRahmatullahi Wabarakatuh  
  
The answers to your questions follow.  
  
1.       We have studied the workings and contracts of Al Baraka bank in detail, and have come 
to the conclusion that their dealings are not in conformance to the Shariah. We therefore 
advise you to seek an alternative employment.  
 
2.       We have not had the opportunity to read the entire contents of the site, nor do we have 
the time to do so. Hence we cannot offer any conclusive comment.  
 
3.       Hazrat Maulana Saleemullah Khan Saheb is one of the most senior Ulama in Pakistan. 
He is a special and distinguished student of Hazrat Maulana Maseehullah (rahmatullah 



alayhi). Hazrat is also the founder of Jamia Farooqia, one of the largest Daarul Ulooms in 
Pakistan. For more details refer to http://www.farooqia.com/.  
 
4.       We are not aware of any difference of opinion regarding Al Baraka Bank. Many Ulama in 
South Africa have voiced their concerns around the bank, for example, Mujlisul Ulama, Mufti 
M S Motara Saheb (Mufti of Azaadville Daarul Uloom), Mufti A K Hoosen of Channel Islam, 
Mufti A H Elias of Radio Islam, and others. If there are any Ulama who are prepared to 
vouch that the all the dealings of the bank are above board, do let us know.  
Assuming for argument sake that there is a ‘difference of opinion’ on the issue, then at bare 
minimum the earnings of the bank will be mashkook (doubtful). It is a demand of Shariah 
that we abstain from mashkook income.  
 
5.       It is not permissible to work for any Bank where one is promoting the Haraam activities 
of the Bank.  
 
To this we wish to add a subtle point that requires a mature and developed level of 
understand. We should not be understood or misquoted as far as this nuance is concerned.  
To work for any other commercial bank, such as Standard Bank for example, would be 
better of than working for Al Baraka Bank. Both are evil as both deal with interest. However, 
the important difference is that the one working for Standard Bank knows deep down in his 
heart he is doing wrong, and does not justify his actions. Therefore there is hope that he 
will one day make Taubah (repent) and correct his ways. On the other hand, the one 
working for Al Baraka thinks what he is doing is correct, and even tries to justify his wrong. 
When will he ever get the good fortune of ever repenting? 
Taken from this angle, working for Al Baraka Bank is far worst of than working for any other 
conventional bank, despite both being Haraam.  
6.       While the management and advisers are primarily to be blamed, your liability is in no 
way diminished. Now that you are aware of the truth, you have a duty to act and cannot 
expect to pass on the blame.  
  
We make Dua Allah Ta’ala grants you and all of us Halaal Tayyib sustenance. Do also 
remember us in your Duas.  
  
 
And Allah Ta'ala Knows Best 

Wassalamu Alaykum 

(Mufti) E. Vawda 
Assistant Mufti 
  
Checked and Approved by, 
  
Mufti Ebrahim Desai  
Darul Iftaa, Madrassah In'aamiyyah  

 


